The Superjail: A Threat To Laredo’s Economic Future

Prisons and Jobs

· Building the superjail could have a negative effect on job growth.  Researchers from Washington State and Ohio State Universities found that counties that built prisons nationwide did not experience job growth.  

· According to the study, urban counties with prisons actually saw a net job loss. In rural counties experiencing slow economic growth through the 80’s and 90’s, new prisons tend to hinder both private and public job growth.

· Rather than helping counties in the most need of economic development, prison building harms economic development in those communities.

Private Prisons, Poor Jobs, and Big Scandals
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· The superjail will be operated by a private prison company.  Private prison corporations often offer low-paying jobs.  Jobs at the superjail will not be federal jobs and will not be union jobs. Cutting pay and benefits is one way private companies claim they can do more with our public dollars. The average private prison guard starting salary is $4,000 less than a comparable public prison salary.
· Private prisons tend to be more dangerous and have a higher turn-over rate than public prison jobs.  One study found that private prisons have 49-65% more violence than public prisons.  Another study found that private prison guards have a turn-over rate 36% higher than in public prisons.

· Private prison corporations are notorious for big scandals and big mistakes.  In Youngstown, Ohio, a Corrections Corporation of America (one of the companies vying to operate the superjail) prison was forced to close due to mismanagement and poor training that lead to a violent outbreak.

Private Prisons and Public Money

· Private prison corporations are paid by the government to house inmates.  They claim they can do it more efficiently and at less cost than public facilities, yet unlike public facilities, they rake in huge profits for their executives and shareholders.

· Those profits come from our tax dollars.  These same corporations have well-paid lobbyists in Austin and Washington D.C. to ensure laws are passed that help their bottom line.

· Those tax dollars could be used for other, more beneficial, public projects like parks, libraries, universities, roads or schools.

· Private prison corporations don’t like to risk their own money to build prisons, so they often ask the local government for tax breaks, free infrastructure and construction costs.  

· Local governments are often able to cover construction costs by issuing millions of dollars in municipal bonds – essentially putting the county and its tax-payers in debt.  The risk, and burden of paying off those bonds, is that of the county and its residents, not the private company.  If the funds do not come from the prison itself, the county may have to increase taxes or find another way to pay-off the bonds.

· Large prisons can drain needed resources from other projects.  Prisons such as the superjail take an enormous amount of resources such as water and electricity from city and county supplies.   

Prisons Displace Other Economic Development

· It is unlikely that a community, once known as a “prison town,” could ever become known for higher education, tourism, or as a great place to raise a family.  

· Laredo is not yet a “prison town.”  The superjail would be the largest private prison built, in the United States marking Laredo as infamous.  You can help keep it from happening.  

For More information contact South Texans Opposing Private Prisons (STOPP Coalition) at 512-441-8123 ext. 110, or carlos@protex.org.

